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by an ancestor, Etienne de Boileau, appointed ;by Louis IX.
Governor and first Grand Provost of Paris In 1255, and had
remained in the family, through many vicissitudes, ever since.
Here we drove in state through the rather dreary country
to the north of Nimes, until, when about twelve miles out,
we had a view of the imposing pile  overlooking the river,
and well placed on a hill.    The traditions  connected with
the place were various and interesting, and I found that I
had so far forgotten .my history as to have overlooked the
fact that the Black Prince had penetrated even so far in his
conquests.     It is related   that he  burned   the  Castle and
put some of the family to the sword.    The |beautiful old
place has been excellently preserved, and, where necessary,
carefully restored.    For happily the family, unlike some less
fortunate of the old rSgime, are  exceedingly rich, the then
Marquise being of the family of M. Casimir-Perier, the late
President of the Republic, who are the proprietors of the
great coal-mines of Grenoble, in which the de Valfons have
a large share.   The old place, with its old pictures, furniture,
and many associations, had a great interest for me as a cadet
of the family, which intermarried in old days with many of
the leading families of France, has a pedigree extending back
to Charlemagne,1 and doubtless beyond him again to Adam.
Some of the portraits were good.   And my host pointed out
to me that I was seated in an old arm-chair in which an
ancestor, whpse portrait was hung on  the wall, had been
seated when his picture had been painted several hundred
years before,    I  was  surprised to  find  that  the  tenantry
and the population around are mostly Protestant    My an-
cestor, a distinguished  Huguenot, had abandoned his title
and lands, surrendering them to his younger brother, from
whom the Marquis de Valfons descends, and had emigrated .
to England on the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.   The

1 A good many of the noble French families of the present day claim, I believe,
to descend from Charlemagne. But as that monarch is supposed to have had a
new wife wherever he went, any near relationship of the families to one another
in the .present day must depend somewhat on the identity of the female ancestor.